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going to make people healthier. Their 
lifestyles are going to be better. They 
are going to have pumps to bring water 
to their homes. They are going to have 
electric heating units to cook their 
food so they do not have to go out and 
gather wood or waste to burn. And it is 
going to clean up our global environ-
ment in ways we have never known be-
fore. We have prospects, if we don’t run 
from science and if we don’t retreat 
from the future. If we go forward and 
take advantage of the opportunities 
given to us, we can really have a ter-
rific century. I think it is going to be 
better and better. 

But it does make you wonder some-
times how people who seem to be car-
ing deeply for the environment and our 
future could block the things that 
would be most helpful to us. That is a 
concern I have. 

I hope we can reach the extra two 
votes. We have 65 votes. We need 67 to 
override a Presidential veto. There is 
bipartisan support—Republicans and 
Democrats—for this bill. It is the right 
thing to do. 

I urge the President not to veto it. If 
he does, I urge the Members of this 
body in both political parties to vote 
for clean air, vote for the future, vote 
for improving the quality of our lives, 
both in the United States and the 
world. For over 50 years the United 
States has been a leader in the peaceful 
use of nuclear power. The United 
States needs to continue to be a leader 
in this industry. We don’t need to be 
sitting on the sidelines while the rest 
of the world is developing the tech-
nology to produce even safer electric 
power through nuclear energy and even 
greater productivity through nuclear 
energy. 

I have had the opportunity to talk to 
some of the country’s finest scientists. 
They are absolutely convinced that if 
we improve regulations, have a little 
more research and a little more com-
mitment, we can create a nuclear 
power plant that may even eliminate 
nuclear waste entirely. But that is a 
step for the future, but the not too dis-
tant future. It is an exciting time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL VETO 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
rise today to speak about President 
Clinton’s veto of the Commerce, State, 
Justice appropriations bill for fiscal 
year 2000. I am very concerned about 
this veto. It was a very difficult bill. 
There is no question about it, given the 
budget caps that both Congress and 
this administration adopted and agreed 
they would adhere to. 

Still, the bill provides the resources 
needed to continue our strong efforts 
to fight crime, enhance drug and bor-
der enforcement, respond to the threat 
of terrorism, and help women and chil-
dren who are victims of family vio-
lence. A key component of our crime- 
fighting effort is stopping drugs at our 

borders. Thanks to Senator JUDD 
GREGG and Senator FRITZ HOLLINGS, 
this bill provides for 1,000 new Border 
Patrol agents to guard our borders. 

The President’s decision to veto the 
bill makes clear that funding for these 
critical matters is not a priority to the 
President. Despite our budget con-
straints and our need to preserve So-
cial Security, this bill provides nearly 
$3 billion more than last year’s bill. 
This bill is not a cut; it is an increase. 

The President said he vetoed the bill 
because it didn’t fully fund his COPS 
Program. The reality is that Congress 
provided funding for 100,000 police for 
our cities all over America 2 years ago. 
In fact, we have provided funding for 
115,000 police. The President says he 
wants 30,000 to 50,000 more, but the 
irony is he hasn’t even met the first 
goal. We still don’t have more than 
60,000 police on the streets. Yet he is 
vetoing the bill when the funding is 
there. The full funding was given by 
Congress with the excuse that he wants 
30,000 to 50,000 more when he has 40,000 
that are fully funded that he has not 
been able to fill. 

I am concerned because this is not 
the only law enforcement initiative in 
which the President has failed. This ad-
ministration was under direction from 
Congress to hire 1,000 new border 
guards in 1999. It failed when only 200 
to 400 were actually hired. Yet every 
penny of the money that went to the 
1,000 has been spent. Yet this year in 
the budget that the President has just 
vetoed, the President didn’t ask for one 
new Border Patrol agent. 

I ask, what is the role of the Federal 
Government? Is it to put police on the 
streets of our cities or is it to guard 
the sovereignty of our Nation, the bor-
ders of our Nation? I think the Presi-
dent of the United States is not ful-
filling his responsibility when Congress 
comes forward and says we are going to 
guard the borders of our country; we 
are going to provide for police on 
streets as requested, and he vetoes the 
bill and asks for no new Border Patrol 
agents. 

Our border is a sieve. The distin-
guished chair and I both represent 
States on the Southwest border. There 
is no other way to describe it when an 
estimated $10 billion in marijuana, her-
oin, cocaine, and other drugs crossed 
our border last year, according to the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy. 
These drugs find their way to cities 
and school yards all over America. This 
is not just the Southwest. It is not just 
Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, and Cali-
fornia. These illegal drugs go all over 
the country. They end up in the school 
yards, preying on our children. We are 
a gateway, but we are not the stopping 
point. They are coming in record num-
bers. In 1998, there were over 6,000 drug 
seizures along the Southwest border. 
The total value was $1.28 billion. Our 
drug czar, General McCaffrey, has ar-
gued we should have 20,000 Border Pa-
trol forces to stop the flow of drugs 
across our border. 

A University of Texas study last year 
indicates 16,133 agents are needed to do 
the job. We have about 8,000—less than 
half of that needed to do the job, which 
is the responsibility of the Federal 
Government and which Congress is try-
ing to provide, with no cooperation 
from this administration. Only 200 to 
400 are likely to be hired this year, ac-
cording to the administration’s own 
records. 

I think the President of the United 
States needs to stop the rhetoric. He 
needs to stop playing games with im-
portant appropriations bills and do 
something that is going to stop illegal 
immigration and illegal drugs coming 
through our borders and spreading all 
over our country. The President needs 
to fulfill the commitments he has al-
ready made and that we have funded to 
get 1,000 police officers on the streets 
and 1,000 more Border Patrol agents 
each year, for 5 years, as Congress has 
directed the administration to do. 

Vetoing this bill does not help crime- 
fighting efforts. Signing the bill, keep-
ing his promises for police and Border 
Patrol does. 

I am very concerned the President of 
the United States has not taken seri-
ously enough the need to control our 
borders, from illegal immigration to il-
legal drugs. Vetoing the Commerce- 
State-Justice bill shows that he is not 
taking this seriously, as Congress most 
certainly is. I urge the President to un-
derstand how important this issue is 
and to start doing what Congress has 
directed and what his own drug czar is 
recommending; that is, start working 
toward 20,000 Border Patrol agents who 
keep the sovereign borders of our coun-
try safe and secure. 

f 

NATIONAL WOMEN’S BUSINESS 
WEEK 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
rise today to recognize National Wom-
en’s Business Week, a series of national 
events held recently to recognize and 
celebrate women entrepreneurship. 

Women now own 38 percent of all 
businesses in this country, and it has 
been reported that half of all new busi-
nesses started today are started by 
women. In my home state of Texas 
alone, there are now 627,300 woman- 
owned businesses employing 1.8 million 
people and generating $222 billion in 
annual sales, a growth of 157 percent 
over the last seven years. 

As a former small business owner, I 
know it is no easy feat to develop a 
business plan, generate the necessary 
start-up and operating capital, and 
make a payroll when you start a busi-
ness. As if all those economic hurdles 
were not enough, small business own-
ers in this country must comply with 
literally hundreds of local, state, and 
federal licensure, regulatory, and tax 
laws and requirements. 

That tens of thousands of small busi-
nesses do get started in this country 
every year is truly a testament to the 
vision and hard work of so many Amer-
icans, especially American women. 
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